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On the morning of Friday, November 11, 2011 we will be collecting donations for poppies from all our students from JK- Grade 8.   Please join us for our Kate S. Durdan Public School Remembrance Day service  at 8:45 a.m. on this day.  This service will recognize and express our appreciation to those who served and paid the supreme sacrifice in all world conflicts. 

OUR SCHOOL COUNCIL 2011-2012
We welcome:

Chair: Dana Nokes


                            Secretary:   Crystal Phelan               

Members: Marni Boland, Maryam Garshasbi,  Donna Delvecchio,  Lori Murphy, Jennifer Kelly, Brenda LaPointe, Angie Humphrey                  

Community Representative: Catherine Smith                Teaching Representative:  Mrs. Clegg
Principal: Mrs. Weerdenburg

The members represent the ‘voices’ of Kate S. Durdan Public School families for this school year.  Should you wish to contact any of the members above, we request a phone call to the school at 905-356-0488 and Mrs. Angle, our Secretary, will forward your message along with your phone number to the member for a return call.  Should any issues during School Council result in a motion for a vote, the above are the voting members (including the teacher) with the exception of the Principal. Even though you may not be a member with voting privileges, we always invite you to any of our meetings just to visit or to share your thoughts and allow us the opportunity to enjoy your company. 

STUDENTS WHO ARE LATE
Please encourage your child to arrive to school on time.    Please note what a terrible disruption this lateness is not only to the teacher who has begun the instructional day but to the students  who were on time and now have to wait for 
the late student(s) to come inside the classroom, get settled and listen to the important instructions again.  Sometimes  students  have missed so much critical information that it becomes difficult for teachers to even determine  a grade for the  subject area. Please note that having an average of  10  students ring the door bell to get in the front door at various times between 8:25 a.m. and 8:35 a.m. ( including parents of JK/SK children) makes it very chaotic at the office.  Any student arriving (or parents of JK/SK students)   will be greeted by a teacher supervisor inside the doorway and everyone will need to wait until the morning announcements are finished (O Canada signals the end of the morning announcements).  Please, please, please help us by arriving to school on time and therefore providing no disruptions to a teacher, your child’s learning  and the other students in the class.  EVERY  instructional minute is precious.    A short bell rings at 8:21 a.m.   just to let students know they need to get off the playing field and line up.  The longer bell at 8:25 a.m.  signals for the students to enter the school with  their peers.  Please help us. 

JUNIOR  BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
And here we are:

Jaden N., Calum T., Cameron C., Shameer K., Conner T., Calvin A., Nick M., Ahmad N., Bestune P., Quentin P., Ben R., Hunter D.
Way to go KNIGHTS and a BIG thank you to   Mr. Andrews who has made a commitment to                                                                   our Junior boys!
INTERMEDIATE  BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
And here we are:

Tyler B., Luke B., Lucas N., Stefan K., Joey T., Ronald Y., Jasim K., Ratko K., Nick B., PJ O.  Way to go KNIGHTS and a BIG thank you to   Mr. Andrews who has made a commitment to our  Intermediate boys!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
November 18th :   Wear a Wild Hat Day! 
November 15th:      Progress Reports arrive home with your child.

November 16th:    Junior and Intermediate Math Family Night 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

November 23rd:    Family Pasta Night 6 – 8 p.m. in our school gym

November 25th:    Hot Lunch

Remember to always check our website  for  our school calendar!
REQUESTING HOMEWORK
We have noticed many parents calling during the school day to request homework and expecting the teacher to have it ready by 2:50  p.m. on the same day.  Please help us with  the following:

Teachers cannot stop their lesson and prepare homework for each child that is ill during the  school day.   Most teaching instruction is not a piece of paper that needs to be filled out by the student, but rather it is teaching instruction. If parents call requesting homework, homework  will be ready the following day at the same time.  Please be courteous  to teachers  who have other commitments after school.

PARKING LOT SAFETY
Safety of children is of paramount concern to all of us.  Please abide by the following  expectations  at ALL times:

1.  Children who are in  Grade 1-8, need to be dropped off and picked up  at the  Kalar Sports Park parking lot ONLY.  It is like a kiss and ride.   You stop alongside the gate opening,  kiss your child goodbye, open the door, your child closes the door and leaves and you ride away.  The next car comes up behind you by the gate and does the same. 

2.   Parents dropping off/picking up your JK/SK child may park where they legally can at the front of the school and walk and remain with their child at  the JK/SK entrance. 

3.  If JK/SK parents  find that there is no parking when  trying to drop off their  JK/SK child, then parents must circle around and enter the parking lot  once again until one becomes available.  You may also choose to park in the Kalar Sports  Park parking lot and walk to the front of the school.

4.  When you enter a parking space, please turn off the ignition and park. No idling.

5.  Speed on school property is 15 km., just like the speed at  the border crossings/bridge.

6.   Absolutely no parking   or dropping off your child to make a quick getaway in the fire lane    along and  across curb(s) where  Kate S. Durdan  Public School staff  park.  Signage for the Fire Lane is clearly visible.  Thank you for your assistance in making our school safe.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HOW CAN YOU HELP YOUR CHILD DEVELOP CRUCIAL LEARNING SKILLS AND  WORK HABITS

Helping children develop positive work habits is an important part of their learning. The six learning skills listed on the new progress reports and report cards are a key part of your child’s success in school and in their work pursuits after school. In the classroom, teachers work with your child by explicitly teaching these learning skills. Throughout the school year, they provide opportunities to deepen your child’s understanding of each skill, guide your child in setting goals for personal growth, and provide feedback about successes and next steps your child might take. 

RESPONSIBILITY

Students are responsible for fulfilling commitments, completing assignments on time and managing                            their own behaviour.   Help your child learn to plan ahead by asking questions such as, "What do you need to pack for school tomorrow?"

ORGANIZATION

Students develop and follow a plan and process for completing work and achieving goals. Students complete tasks by identifying, gathering, evaluating and using information, technology, and resources.  Track your child's assignments and activities on a wall calendar as well as your child’s school ADENDA. Children benefit from visual reminders.

INDEPENDENT WORK 

Students develop independence by following instructions, monitoring progress, assessing and revising plans. Class time is used effectively to complete tasks and meet goals with minimal supervision.  Involve your child in making age-appropriate decisions, such as healthy food choices for their lunches and picking out their own clothes.

COLLABORATION

Students share information and fulfill various roles within a group to achieve goals.  The group works together to solve problems while respecting the ideas and opinions of the other group members. Play interactive games to practise sharing and taking turns.

INTIATIVE 

Students seek new ideas and opportunities for learning.  The student willingly takes risks and demonstrates a positive attitude while respecting the rights of self and others.  Promote your child’s interests and support them by providing them with related experiences such as a nature walk or a trip to the library.

SELF-REGULATION

Students set and monitor individual goals based on strengths, needs and interests.  Appropriate learning opportunities are identified and the student perseveres to achieve these goals. Encourage your child to set goals of personal interest. Help them to make a plan to achieve their goal such as earning/saving enough money to purchase a desired item.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TERRY FOX

Thank you, Kate S. Durdan  Public School Students and Families,  for your generous donations  towards the Terry Fox Marathon of Hope Day. We raised $823.70 for the Terry Fox Foundation.  Together we definitely  make a difference.   As you know each and every year   students and families support our Tree of Hope during  our  Meet the Staff Evening  and   so many sibling,  parents and  grandparents walk with us during  our Terry Fox Walk.  This is truly a school community effort!   Thank you to Mrs. McCarthy, Miss Smiljanic,  Mrs. Libera and Miss Paul   for their tireless commitment  to   making  this event happen this year. 
BOOMERANG LUNCH: A POSSIBILITY?
WASTE FREE LUNCH:  A POSSIBILITY?

At our next School Council Meeting on November 22 at 6:30 p.m.,  we will be discussing the possibility  of promoting Boomerang Lunches  at our school.  Our School Council will be  making a decision  to consider  a campaign to reduce  lunch waste by sending those uneaten lunches  home. Parents may wish  to send what they want  to school but if  their  child doesn't finish it, the food  may end up going back home.  
School Council  may also be looking  at  the possibility  of encouraging students to bring waste-free lunches.  A waste-free lunch contains no throwaway packaging and produces no waste.  Food is packed in reusable containers and drinks in refillable bottles.   Staff at Kate S. Durdan School would like  to find  a way  to increase awareness of the amount of waste created  in one day’s lunch  that usually lands up in the classroom garbage can.  They would  also like  to encourage the use of reusable containers  and discourage the use of disposable containers. 
In  order to help Kate S. Durdan Public School Council  make a decision,  they  would like to hear from you!  Please let us know what you think and return this bottom portion  to the school before November 22, 2011  for a chance  to win  a Kate S. Durdan  Public School  blue  reusable water bottle  for each school aged child in your family!

Please return  this portion to school on or before  November 22, 2011.                                                            Your opinion counts! Please check  one from the following two boxes:
□    YES!  We would support a  BOOMERANG LUNCH at Kate S. Durdan  Public School.  In other words,  whatever my child doesn’t eat at school,  will be  placed  back in his/her lunch bag and brought home.  We understand  that   drinks that are left unfinished will ,of course, be thrown  into the sink.
□     NO.  We would not support a boomerang lunch at Kate S. Durdan Public School at this time.  If my child does not  eat  the lunch provided,   he/she   may throw it in the garbage. 
and please  check one from  the following  two boxes:
□     YES!  We would also support a  WASTE FREE LUNCH which would mean that my child  would  bring reuseable containers and refillable bottles  to school and then return  these home.

□     NO.  We  prefer to use disposable  containers for my child’s (or children’s) lunches.
______________________________________                                 

                Your family name 
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